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70 Years of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong

My first memory of Hong Kong was in 1968, when my father ended his term at the Lutheran World
Federation as Asia Secretary and we traveled, as a family through there on our way to Japan. We
stayed at the old YMCA (the current City View) just across from the ELCHK head office.

Though my memory as a young boy from that time is mostly gone, as | think about it, it would have
been when the ELCHK was still a young church.

We know the origins of the ELCHK goes much further back, to 1948 on the territory of Hong Kong
itself, and even older in the late 19'" century in China. That is a long history.

But 70 years as a church in Hong Kong is significant in its own right, steady and certain. This has been
a history of growing out of the re-established (so to say) seminary and relief work among refugees
from the mainland; to the rapid establishment of congregations and schools; to the spread of
diaconal care through social services; and becoming a truly independent church, even with its own
mission endeavours. This growth has come by the grace of God.

We thus celebrate the many blessings poured upon the ELCHK all these years. As Hong Kong has
grown and has transformed, we have seen many changes and transformations, many struggles and
joys on the church as well. These are the mercies upon mercies, blessings upon blessings upon which
the church has stood. All as we live in God’s abundant grace.

Being church in today’s world sometimes brings great challenges. But with the decades supporting it,
| know that the faith we have inherited will continue to carry forth the proclamation and living of the

gospel by the ELCHK.

May the God of our foreparents, the God us today, and the God of those to come always be upon
you, with the shining light of the Gospel illuminating your path.

< UN

The Rev. Dr. Y. Franklin Ishida 7 FHJIEZ
Director for Asia and the Pacific

In Christ,

8765 West Higgins Road ¢ Chicago, lllinois 60631-4101 « United States e Tel. +1 773-380-2627



Mission EineWelt - Postfach 68 - 91564 Neuendettelsau

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong
Attn.: Bishop Yeung Yau Chi

50A Waterloo Road

Kowloon

HONG KONG

Congratulations on your 70% anniversary

Dear Bishop Yeung Yau Chi,
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On behalf of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria and our
Centre Mission OneWorld we would like to extend our sincere
congratulations to you on the celebration of your 70 years
anniversary.

70 is an interesting figure even in biblical contexts. It stands for
fullness and in many cases also for fulfilment. Very often it marks
significant changes and the end as well as the starting point for
new eras.

You can look back to the last seven decades with great joy and
gratefulness. God has done marvellous things with and through

ELCHK and its manifold ministries within the society of Hong Kong

and far beyond.

Now you are in the midst of significant changes and lots of

challenges. May our faithful Heavenly Father continue to guide and

to protect the ELCHK with his presence. May he continue to bless
you and to use you as effective tools to spread his wonderful
gospel to a world which needs nothing more but true reconciliation
with God and with his creation.

Yours in Christ

Zal

Rev. Thomas Paulsteiner
Secretary for Papua New Guinea, Pacific, East Asia

EineWelt I

Department for
Papua New Guinea/
Pacific/East Asia

Rev. Thomas Paulsteiner
Head of Department

Mission EineWelt

Centre for Partnership
Development and Mission of the
Evang.-Luth. Church in Bavaria

Postal Address:

P.O. Box 68

D-91561 Neuendettelsau
Germany

Office Address:
HauptstraBe 2

D-91564 Neuendettelsau
Germany

Phone:  +49-9874 9-1200
Fax: +49-9874 9-3120
E-Mail:  thomas.paulsteiner@
mission-einewelt.de
www.mission-einewelt.de

Ref.:

Date: 22.03.2024

Bank:

Evangelische Bank eG

Business Account:
IBAN: DE29 5206 0410 0001 0301 08
BIC: GENODEF 1EK1

Donations Account:
IBAN: DE12 5206 0410 0001 0111 11
BIC: GENODEF 1EK1
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The Norwegian Mission Society
La Société des Missions Norvégiennes

March 2025

Congratulations to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong on attaining 70 years of
service to the body of Christ! The Norwegian Mission Society is honored and grateful to be a
witness and a companion to ELCHK in this amazing and blessed journey.

May God continue to work in mysterious ways and build up ELCHK to draws souls to his
kingdom. We pray for strength, guidance and protection for his servants in their important
ministry. May he lift leaders in grace, wisdom and knowledge.

We trust that the Lord will bring ELCHK to higher heights and bless you with many more
anniversary celebrations to come.

May the grace and peace from God be with our friends at ELCHK.

In Christ,

%v@«/%««/\ HL%Q éachQ H-&@Qﬁ #aﬂlw

Haakon Kessel Helge Gaard Merete Hallen
Global Leader, NMS General Secretary, NMS Regional Director Asia,
NMS
Mail Address Office Address Phone Enterprise no. Web
P. O. Box 226, Sentrum Misjonsmarka 12 (3rd floor) +47 51 51 61 00 NO 940 325 501 WWW.nms.no
N-4001 Stavanger N-4024 STAVANGER Fax Bank E-mail
Norway +47 51516161 8220 02 85030 info@nms.no
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hongkong

Congratulatory Letter for 70th Anniversary Commemorative Book of ELCHK

It is with deep gratitude to our Lord Jesus Christ, that Areopagos brings heartfelt
congratulations to our friends and church family in The Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Hongkong.

For Areopagos, ELCHK has been a trusted and important partner in the mission
throughout these 70 years. At times our contact has been closer than at other
times, but to Areopagos, as a mission organization rooted in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, there has always been a particular kinship with the ELCHK that
we continue to appreciate to this day.

We are also truly inspired and grateful for the ministry and presence of the ELCHK
in Hongkong at this time in history. And we pray that the past 70 years of
experience and service will be only the beginning of how the Lord will make the
Gospel known in Hongkong by the ELCHK, in fellowship with churches and
organisations that walk alongside you in the time to come.

Our prayer for the ELCHK is a dedication prayer worded by our founder Karl
Ludvig Reichelt, inspired by his dialogue with Chinese religious liturgy:

May you with all your hearts seek refuge

In the Most High God,

Who is the Creator of things,

The Merciful Father, the Source of all grace and benevolence.

Peace in Christ,

Dr. Silje Kvamme Bjgrndal,
General Secretary, Areopagos

AREOPAGOS

Organization number: 977509238 Bernhard Getz' gt. 3

Bank account number: 9053 05 22201 P.O. Box 6763 St. Olavs plass,
IBAN: NO2690530522201 N-0130 Oslo, Norway

BIC/SWIFT: HANDNOKK TIf: +47 23 3317 00

Bank: Handelsbanken, PB 11 Majorstuen areopagos@areopagos.no
N-0330 Oslo, Norway WWww.areopagos.no
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LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SINGAPORE
2 Tah Ching Road #04-02 Singapore 618744
Tel : 6464-6337  Fax : 6464-6323
Email: lutheran@lutheran.org.sg
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26. Jalan Pinggir, Off Jalan Istana, 88400 Kota Kinabalu
P. 0. Box 11925, 88821 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia. Tel: 6088 - 231579, 217523, 217569 (O) Fax: 6088 -232618
Email: enquiry@stssabah.org Website:www.stssabah.org
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24t February 2025

Bishop Jackson Yeung Yau Chi

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Hong
50A Waterloo Road,

Kowloon Hong Kong

Dear Bishop Yeung, Pl ANS
I sincerely appreciate your kind invitation to contribute a congratulatory message to the 70th E‘;

Anniversary Commemorative Book of ELCHK.

On behalf of Sabah Theological Seminary, 1 extend our warmest greetings and heartfelt

congratulations to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong on this momentous ;}3
milestone. Over the past seven decades, ELCHK has been a beacon of faith, service, and
spiritual leadership, touching countless lives and advancing God’s kingdom in remarkable I—ﬁj
ways.

- Pa
We give thanks for God’s unwavering guidance in sustaining and strengthening ELCHK's Hu
mission and ministry. May He continue to bless the Church with wisdom, unity, and a renewed =
passion for spreading the Gospel. It is our joy to celebrate this occasion with you, and we pray 'fT

that our partnership in Christ over the decades may continue to flourish, bearing even greater
fruit for His glory.

May the Lord abundantly bless ELCHK as it embarks on the next chapter of its journey in faith
and service.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Thu En Yu—"—
Principal
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Archbishop of Hong Kong ﬁ(
=

Congratulations to our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Christ! You have come this far to

x|

a
o'

bear witness to the 70" anniversary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, but

f< v
H
7
4

your mission to spread God’s word in this part of the world began well before 70 years ago.

“
¢

With missionaries reaching different parts of China since the late 19" century, and later the

—
auji

move of the Lutheran seminary from Hubei to Hong Kong, we can say that the seed of

Christ’s light has long since been planted.

The formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong was but one step in this
long journey of spreading the gospel. Along the way, as social needs arose along with the
influx of immigrants and the population boom in the 1950s and 60s, you stood to the

challenge and answered with Christian love and charity, establishing schools and social

dEZ &% F

services, evangelising by example what it means to love one’s neighbour. But most
importantly, you gave the people spiritual nourishment, satisfying the needy in our society
not with just material assistance or education, but the sure support of faith in God as well.
The Lutheran seed which our God planted took root, and blossomed over the decades into

a church well-loved by our heavenly father.

By the Grace of God, you have walked thus far; and by the same unchanging Grace of our
constant God, may you continue to walk the path of Christ’s light! As you celebrate your
70t anniversary, may you continue with the good mission that God has given you all these
years ago, shining ever brighter and leading more people to God’s love. May we continue
together on this path for 70 more years, as we share in the Christian mission to make

manifest the Kingdom of Heaven, here in Hong Kong.

ERTFRTRESEE 1 REHE
Bishop’s House, 1 Lower Albert Road, Central, Hong Kong
B 5E Tel: (852) 2526 5355 | {HH Fax: (852) 2525 2537 | www.hkskh.org
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